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THE  YEAR  1947. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  ,-JTD  MEMBERS  OF  THE 

BILL INGE- AND- WINSTANIEY  URBiiN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  m,y  sixteenth 
Annual  Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  condition  of  your 
district  in  1947, 


SECTION  A. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  ARFA . 

xj*ea  in  acres  - 4,906. 

Registrar-General ’ s estimate 

of  resident  population  mid  1947  - 0,040. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the 

end  of  1947,  according  to  the  rate  book  - 1,575. 

Rateable  Value  - £22,759, 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  - £92, 

The  scarcity  of  the  preceding  years  of  the  decade  continued 
throughout  1947,  again  without  any  perceptible  detriment  to  the 
health  of  the  local  community  as  judged  by  freedom  from  excessive 
morbidity  and  a moderate  death  rate. 

Coal  Mining,  both  deep  and  open  cast,  and  agriculture 
remained  the  principal  local  industries  of  outstanding  national 
importance.  Brick  and  Terra  cotta  manufacture  and  stone 
quarrying  also  engaged  a proportion  locally  whilst  a section  of 
the  female  population  found  employment  in  the  cotton  mills  and 
engineering  works  in  adjoining  districts. 


VITAL  ST ATI ST ICS . 


Live  Births. 

Total 

Male 

Female . 

Legitimate, 

97 

47 

50 

Illegitimate, 

2 

1 

1 

99 

48 

51 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 

estimated 

resident  population  of  the 

district. 

16.3 

Other  live  birth  statistics 
the  purpose  of  comparison. 

j introduced 

for 

Total 

Male 

Female . 

live  births  in  district 
during  1946, 

94 

48 

46 

live  birth  rate  for  1946 

15,8 

Average  rate  for  the  previous 

five  years  (1942-46) 

16.4 

2 


Live  birth  rate  for 

England  and  wales 

in  1947 

20,5 

Still  Births 

Total 

Male 

Female 

2 

- 

2 

Rate  per  1,000  total 

(live  and  still) 

births 

19. 

Deaths 

Total 

Male 

Female 

76 

41 

35 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
resident  population. 

Death  rate  for  district  in  1946 

Mean  death  rate  for  district  during 
five  years  (1942  - 46) 

Death  rate  for  Fng land  and  Wales  in  1947 
Deaths  from  puerperal  causes.  Deaths . 


12.5 

11.3 

11.1 

12,0 

Death  rate  per 
1,000  total  live 
and  still  births. 


Puerperal  and  post  abortive  sepsis  Nil 
Other  maternal  causes.  Nil 


Nil 

Nil 


Death-rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age. 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births,  40 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  41 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 

births.  Nil 

Number  of  deaths  per  1,000  live  births  in  district 

in  1946  21, 

Mean  number  of  infantile  deaths  in  district  per 

1,000  live  births  for  five  years  (1942  - 46)  58. 

Number  of  infantile  deaths  per  1,000  live  births 
in  England  and  Wales  in  1947  41. 

Death  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  10, 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  1. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age).  Nil, 
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SECTION  B. 


General  Provisions  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 


(a)  laboratory  facilities. 

Pathological  Specimens  - submitted  to  Wigan 
infirmary  - 20  throat  swabs. 

Bacteriological  Examinations  carried  out  at 
Liverpool  City  Laboratories  - None, 

(b)  Ambulance  facilities  - No  change, 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  home  ~ Under  the  auspices  of  the  local 
Queens  Nursing  Association.  The  District  Nurse  continued 
to  render  valuable  and  much  appreciated  service. 

(d)  clinics  and  treatment  centres  - no  change, 

(e)  Hospitals  - no  change. 


SECTION C. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

(1)  Water , 


The  District's  consumption  of  water  during  1947  amounted  to 

49,376,000  gallons,  contributed  from  the  various  sources  of  supply 
to  the  following  extents. - 


Whittle  Shaft 
Wigan  Corporation 
Cob  Moor 
Higher  Tunnel 


30.010.000  galls.  (30,530,000  galls) 

15.050.000  " (14,070,000  " " ) 

3,721,000  " ( 6,460,000  " ) 

595,000  " ( 985,000  » ) 

49.376.000  0 (52,045,000  " J 


Bracketted  alongside  are  the  corresponding  figures  for  1946. 
The  general  reduction  in  1947, thus  revealed, is  seen  to  arise  from 
deficiencies  in  the  local  sources  of  supply,  for  the  contribution 
from  Wigan  Corporation  was  in  fact  an  increase  of  a million  gallons 
That  the  Whittle  Shaft  should  only  be  half  a million  gallons  down 
is  rather  surprising, for  this  important  source  was  practically  out 
of  commission  during  the  whole  of  November  and  December  due  to  a 
breakdown  of  the  only  pump  reaching  to  the  lower  levels  of  the  well 
During  this  time,  the  supply  was  curtailed  from  the  daily  average 
of  145,220  gallons  to  85,600  gallons  and  the  flow  correspondingly 
to  6 hours  in  24.  Of  this  85,600  gallons,  we  were  obliged  to 
Wigan  Corporation  for  maintaining  their  full  quota  of  50,000  gallon 
The  remaining  35,600  gallons  was  made  up  from  the  other  sources 
available.  The  inconvenience  occasioned  was  of  course  general, 
but  particularly  felt  at  the  Greenfield  Home  ‘where  almost  200 
children  are  resident.  The  ways  and  means  of  countering  the 
possibility  of  any  recurrence  have  been  amply  discussed.  The 
plain  fact  is, that  the  reserves  are  unequal  to  the  steadily  . 
increasing  demands  of  recent  years  which  have  been  accentuated  to 
some  extent  by  the  demands  of  the  large  open  cast  mining 
developments  and  the  wastage  therefrom,  in  point  of  illustration 
record  can  be  made  of  the  repeated  dislodgement  of  mains  in  the 
excavations  and  the  recurrent  entire  deprivation  of  one  section 
of  the  district  of  water  for  days  on  end  while  water  was  running 
freely  to  waste.  Eventually,  sufficient  influence  was  brought 
to  bear  to  exercise  some  restraint  with  those  responsible  for  which 
acknowledgement  is  due  in  somewhat  exalted  circles. 


No  analysis  or  bacteriological  examination  of  the  water  was 
undertaken  in  the  year. 
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(2)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

It  mist  be  acknowledged  that  the  progress  anticipated  a year 
ago  in  the  development  of  the  new  biological  filtration  plant  for 
sewage  treatment  in  Billinge  chapel  End  to  replace  the  present 
inadequate  broad  irrigation  scheme  has  not  realised.  The  Ministry 
still  await  the  detailed  report  which  must  be  submitted  for 
consideration  before  sanction  can  be  obtained.  As  several 
important  particulars  remain  undecided,  further  delay  would  appear 
inevitable.  Nevertheless,  the  exigence  increases  with  all  new 
housing  concentrated  in  this  locality  and  conversions  steadily 
proceeding, 

in  the  higher  End  too,  the  method  of  sewage  treatment  leaves 
much  to  be  desired,  but  it  can  at  least  be  said  that  there  is  at 
present  no  aggravation  of  existing  trouble  by  further  building 
development.  Eventually,  here,  the  merging  of  this  scheme  with 
those  of  adjoining  authorities  is  the  obvious  solution  as  was 
beneficially  effected  with  Wig a n a few  years  ago  for  that  area  of 
Winstanley  adjoining  the  boundary.  Such  a possibility  justifies 
the  continuance  of  temporary  expedients. 

in  the  case  of  the  small  hamlet  at  Kings  Moss,  which  is 
isolated  from  the  general  schemes  as  much  by  its  low  lying  position 
as  its  remoteness,  a separate  provision  is  recognised  as  necessary, 
though  this  would  obviously  be  on  a miniature  scale.  For  the  time 
being,  however,  more  important  issues  are  occupying  our  attention. 


( 3 )  closet  Accommoda tion  at  the  end  of  1947 . 

No.  of  Privy  Middens.  - 144. 

No,  of  Closets  attached  to  these  middens  - 459, 

No,  of  pail  closets  - 4. 

No.  of  dry  ashpits  (excluding  middens)  - Nil. 

No,  of  movable  ashbins,  - 837. 

No.  of  houses  on  water  carriage  system  - 843, 

No,  of  fresh  water  closets  - 860, 

No,  of  was te  water  close ts  - Nil , 

Conversions . 

No.  of  privy  closets  to  fresh  water  closets  - 25. 

No.  of  privy  closets  to  fresh  water  closets 

during  the  last  five  years  (1942  - 46)  - 10, 

No,  of  pail  closets  to  fresh  water  closets  - Nil, 

No,  of  pail  closets  to  fresh  water  closets 

during  the  last  five  years  (1942  - 46)  - Nil, 

No.  of  privy  closets  to  pail  closets  - Nil, 

No,  of  privy  closets  to  pail  closets 

during  last  five  years  (1942  - 46)  - Nil, 


(4)  Public  Cleansing. 

The  acquisition  of  a new  covered  motor  waggon  for  collection 
of  bin  refuse  was  the  salient  improvement  of  the  year.  Tipping 
continued  on  the  usual  sites.  The  more  recent  decision  to  cease 
using  the  tip  adjoining  the  recreation  ground  behind  the  Parish 
Church  School  and  to  cover  in  the  exposed  refuse  will  in  effect 
safeguard  the  children  who  have  played  in  undesirable  proximity 
far  too  long. 
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(5)  Shops . 

The  Shops  ^ct  1934,  relating  to  ventilation  and 
temperature  of  shops  and  to  sanitary  conveniences  and  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1956  relating  to  conditions  in  offices, 
i,e.  ventilation,  sanitary  conveniences  etc.  are  administered 
by  the  county  council.  The  Sanitary  inspector  visits  all 
premises  included  within  the  meaning  of  the  ^ct's,  and  reports 
to  the  county  council. 

(6)  sanitary  inspection  of  nrea,  ’ 

(Vide  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report). 

(7)  Swimming  Baths  and  pools. 

None  - public  or  private  in  this  district, 

( 8 ) Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs , 

The  routine  disinfestation  of  the  household  goods  of 
those  transferring  to  new  Council  Houses  is  not  a practice  in 
this  district.  The  Council’s  resolution  will  only  permit  of 
disinfestation  where  the  need  is  patent.  No  such  instance 
arose  in  the  year. 

(9)  Schools . 

The  two  schools  in  the  district  are  old  and  not  ideal  by 
modern  standards,  but  fulfilled  their  purpose  whithout 
perceptible  detriment  to  the  health  of  the  children. 

Infectious  diseases  did  not  prevail  to  any  appreciable 
extent  and  attendance  remained  up  to  the  average. 


SECTION  D. 


Housing. 

as  in  every  locality,  the  demand  for  houses  was  far  in  excess 
of  the  supply , The  pace  of  building  continued  to  be , restricted  by 
shortages  of  materials. 

Allocation  of  the  few  completed,  as  equitably  as  possible,  was 
a task  which  engaged  the  attention  and  resources  of  the  whole 
Council.  Generally,  the  sizable  family  was  transferred,  the  houses 
being  of  the  larger  type.  Several  bad  overcrowding  cases  were 
thereby  alleviated,  but  much  still  remains  to  be  done  in  this 
direction. 

The  Birchley  scheme,  38  houses,  is  now  almost  finished  and 

the  tenancies  fixed. 

A start  has  also  been  made  on  the  roads  and  sewers  on  the 
Claremont  Site,  but  at  the  present  rate,  one  cannot  be  sanguine 
about  the  possibility  of  completing  by  31st,  December,  1948  the 
16  allotted  as  the  quota  for  the  present  year.  These  latter  houses 
however,  will  only  ameliorate  the  housing  position  of  the  district 
indirectly  for  they  are  authorised  exclusively  for  those  engaged  in 
the  coal  mining  industry  without  regard  to  consideration  of 
insanitation  or  overcrowding.  As  the  rentals  which  will  accrue 
unless  some  equalisation  is  effected  may  well  be  such  as  to  be  an 
economic  proposition  for  such  higher  wage  groups  only.  There  may 
be  less  discontent  from  the  decision  than  at  present  seems  possible. 


Numer  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year:- 


(i)  By  the  local  Authority  - 20 

(ii)  By  other  local  Authorities  - Nil 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  - 11 


Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year:- 


(i)  (a)  Total  numer  of'  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  - 163, 

(b)  Number- of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  - 192 


(ii)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included 
under  sub-head  (i)  above)  which  were 
inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1925 
and  1932  - Nil, 


(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  - Nil, 

(iii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 

to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  - Nil, 


(iv)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation,  - 141, 


Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service 

of  formal  notices: - 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  - 121, 

Action  under  statutory  powers  during  the  year:- 


(a)  proceedings  under  Sections  9,10  and  16  of  the  Housing 
.act,  1936, 


(1) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 

which 

Nil. 

(2) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices :~ 

(i)  By  owners 

Nil. 

(ii)  By 'Local  Authority  in  default  of 
owners 

Nil. 
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action  under  statutory  powers  during  the  year  (cont'd) : - 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  xi.cts:- 


(1) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied 

55, 

(2) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices 
(i)  By  owners' 

55. 

(ii)  By  local  Authority  in  default  of 
owners 

Nil. 

(c) 

Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act , 1936:- 

(i) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Demolition  Orders  were  made 

Nil, 

(2) 

Number  of  d veiling-houses  demolished  in 
pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders 

Nil, 

(a) 

Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936:- 

(i) 

Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  closing  Orders  were  made  - Nil, 

(2) 

Number  of  separate  tenernen  s or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  closing  Orders  were 
determined,  tne  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit 

Nil, 

SECTION  E. 

Inspection 

-nd  supervision  of  pood:- 

(a) 

Milk 

Supply. 

There  were  35  cowkeepers  (including  dairy  farmers)  and 
9 milk  purveyors  (other  than  Cowkeepers)  cn  the  register.  The 
approximate  number  of  cows  computed  to  be  in  the  district  was 
320.  Seventy  inspections  were  made  during  the  year.  The  premises 
generally  were  satisfactory,  samples  of  milk  were  not  tested  for 
tubercle  infection  apart  from  those  taken  from  supplies  to  schools 
on  behalf  of  the  county  council.  No  licence  was  issued  under  the 
Milk  (special  resignations)  Order,  There  are  no  bottling  plants 
within  the  area. 


( b ) Me  at  and  ot h er  f o od_s , 

There  is  no  slaughter  house  within  the  district.  All  shops, 
stalls  end  vehicles  where  food  is  prepared  were  inspected  but  no 
cause  for  complaint  was  found,  and  no  infectious  disease  was 
reported  in  connection  with  persons  dealing  with  such  food.  The 
inspection  of  locally  slaughtered  animals  is  the  duty  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  who  includes  in  his  report,  an  account  of  these 
inspections , 
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SECTION  P. 


prevalence  cf  and  control  oyer  infectious  and  other  diseases 


infectious  diseases  were  varied  and  widespread  during 
the  year.  Measles  was  again  predominant,  though  confined 
entirely  to  the  first  half  of  the  year  and  extending  especially 
in  the  chapel  Fnd  where  it  assumed  epidemic  proportions. 

Scarlet  Fever,  the  next  in  order  of  incidence,  occurred 
sporadically  throughout  the  year.  The  dephtheria  outbreak 
was  restricted  to  the  Greenfield  Home  where  it  originated 
from  a newly  admitted  unimmunised  child  who  contracted  the 
faucial  disease  in  fulminating  form  and  succumbed  shortly 
after  admission  to  hospital.  Fortunately,  the  full  immunity 
maintained  in  'the  Home  protected  the  majority  of  contacts 
and  only  three  ether  cases  followed.  Two  of  these  in  immunised 
children  were  very  mild  i..nc;  unidentifiable  except  by  the 
routine  throat  swabbing  which  followed  the  first  case, 

A single  case  of  acute  poliomyelitis  occurred  in  the 
district  during  ohe  Gauntry  wide  epidemic  in  August,  A fatal 
issue  supervened  within  a few  hours  of  the  onset.  Post  mortem 
examination  confirmed  the  diagnosis,  in  Billinge  Hospital 
also,  about  the  same  time,  a case  of  the  closely  allied 
polio-encephalitis  was  notified.  This  too  proved  fatal. 

No  direct  connection  could  be  traced  between  these  cases  and 
others.  The  case  of  cerebro  spinal  meningitis  was  also  quite 
sporadic  and  untraceable.  The  actual  diagnosis  indeed 
remained  in  doubt  at  death,  and  autopsy  was  required  to 
establish  the  true  nature  of  the  condition. 

The  notifications  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  from  Billinge 
Hospital , 

immunisation  was  vigorously  promoted,  both  at  the  clinic 
by  the  Assistant  county  Medical  Officer  to  whom  again  I should 
like  to  acknowledge  indebtedness  and  in  the  homes,  schools  etc. 
by  myself.  The  response  to  the  reinforcing  dose  has 
hitherto  been  unsatisfactory,  but  I consider  this  of  less 
importance  than  the  attainment  of  the  highest  percentage  in 
the  initial  treatment,  concentration  on  this  additional 
safeguard  however,  during  the  coming  year,  may  bring  about 
the  desired  improvement.  During  the  year,  72  pre-school 
children  and  26  of  school  age  were  immunised,  contributing 
to  a total  by  December  31st,  1947  of  313  (64y)  and  622  (74,^) 
respectively  of  the  full  child  population  in  each  age  group. 
Thus,  almost  two  thirls  of  the  infants  and  almost  three 
quarters  of  the  older  children  in  the  district  are  protected, 
and  the  aggregate  amounting  to  935  corresponds  to  71  £ of  all 
children. 


9 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  DURING  THE  YEAR  1947 

(AFTER  CORRECTIONS^ 


I 

Total  Cases  Notified, 

T" 

i 

f 

Hospital. 

Age  Periods 

- Years 

i;  * 

' CO 

•lotal 

Deaths 
in  hosp- 

Not if i able 
Diseases, 

Total 
Cases 
at  all 
Ages , 

rH 

■& 

a 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

10 

35 

20 

[ 

35 

• 

45 

— 

U 

CD 

> 

O 

lO 

to 

\ -g  Cases 
| a>!  Remold 
j <=>j;to 
t djjhosp- 
j:  -p  I i t al , 

; O 

! Eh, 

ital  of 
persons 
belonging 
to  tfre 

Di  strict , 

Scarlet 

Fever, 

15 

. 

1 

2 

1 

5 

5 

1 

1; 

it 

i i 

Si 

, i 

i'  _ 

l 

, 

Diphtheria 

4 

- 

- 

1 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

“ 

- 

- 

1 

: 4 

). 

Me  asles 

(excluding 

rubella) 

69 

8 

3 

32 

31 

14 

21 

_ 

. 

. 

); 

ll 

i 

i; 

! 

| - 

1; 

_ 

Whooping 

cough. 

2 

— 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

- 

1 

s 

'•  mm 

i 

1 

- 

i 

i 

— 

i 

Acute 
pneumonia 
(primary  & 
influenzal ) 

3 

1 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

* 2 

1' 

1 

1 

i - 

i 

1 

i 

puerperal 

pyrexia. 

2 

- 

-■ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

; - 

i 

' 

, _ 

| 

*** 

Cerebro- 
s Pinal 
fever , 

1 

1 

i 

i 

i 

— ? 

Acute 

polio- 

myelitis. 

1 

. 

1 

r . 

... 

,i 

1 

| 

Acute 

polio- 

encephalitis 
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Disinfection  after  infectious  disease. 

The  method  employed  with  regard  to  premises  was  fumigation  with 
formaldehyde  gas*  Six  houses  were  so  treated,  Formites  are 
disinfected  in  the  autoclave  by  steam. 
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Tuberculosis . 


No  action  was  necessary  under  the  public  Health  (prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations  1925  (relating  to  persons  suffering 
from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade)  or  under 
Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  (relating  to  the 
compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering  from 
tuberculosis).  The  notification  of  tuberculosis  in  the  area  is 
efficient,  there  being  no  instance  of  a non-notif ied  tuberculosis 
death, 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1947. 


SECTION  G. 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

There  was  no  offence  under  the  Factory  Act,  1937  during  the 
year  under  review.  The  Sanitary  inspector  working  in  liaison  with 
H.M.  inspector  of  Factories,  maintained  effective  supervision  of 
local  factories  and  workshops  from  the  public  Health  aspect. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  factories  and  workshops 
operating  in  the  district  in  1947. 


Collieries  - 4, 
Open-cast  mining  plant  - 4. 
Stone  Quarries  - 2. 
Boot  & Clog  Repairing  - 2, 
Brickworks  - 2. 
Joinery  - 5, 
Gov  rnment  jR  ,d-.r  Station  - 1. 


gh ief  San i t ary  Requirements  of  district , 

J.t  increase  in  water  supply. 

;3»  Installation  of  sewage  Disposal  Works, 
5,  conversion  of  privy  Middens, 

Water  softening  plant. 


x am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
J.S,  MATHER , 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  1947 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 

Bill INGE-AND-WINSTaNI EY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


The  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

The  following  abridged' repor t gives  an  outline  of 
the  duties  carried  out  during  the  year, 

Water , With  regard  to  the  water  supply,  I can  only  endorse  the 
Medical  Officer’s  remarks.  It  is  however,  more  apparent  than 
ever  that  our  available  resources  are  not  adequate.  As  building 
proceeds,  the  difficulties  will  become  more  acute, 

in  the  latter  half  of  the  year,  the  council  approached 
Liverpool  corporation  with  a view  to  supplementing  the  supply. 
Unfortunately,  negotiations  are  at  a standstill,  and  unless  the 
Council  take  action,  I visualise  curtailment  of  supplies  for  a 
number  of  years  during  the  summer  Season, 

Sewage  Disposal.  although  crude,  the  method  of  disposal  remains, 
in  the  Northern  Sewage  Fields  treatment  continues  to  show 
satisfactory  results.  The  Chapel-End  area  has  been  under  review. 
Our  anticipated  new  works  for  this  area,  although  approved  by  the 
Lancashire  C'. unty  Council  and  the  Lancashire  Rivers  Board,  has  been 
held  up. 

Public  Cleansing,  House  refuse  collection  maintained  a weekly 
collection,  A pleasing  feature  is  the  progress  being  made  in 
the  abolition  of  privy  middens.  Twenty-five  privy  middens 
were  converted  during  the  year,  leaving  144  still  to  be  converted. 
The  Council  increased  the  grant  from  £2,10,0,  to  £7,  during  the 
year,  which  proved  a real  stimulant  to  interested  owners. 

Salvage' continued  to  be  collected,  and  during  the 
financial  year  ending  31st.  March,  1947,  salvage  material  to  the 
value  of  £213.  was  returned  to  industry. 

Smoke  Abatement.  Five  observations  of  chimneys  were  made  during 
theyear  for  excessive  emission  of  smoke.  No  cause  for  complaint 
was  found. 

Housing.  During  the  year,  163  houses  were  inspected  for  housing 

defects , Many  of  the  older  houses  are  in  a very  unsatisfactory 

condition,  being  dark  and  damp  with  many  other  defects.  It  will 
be  some  considerable  time  before  we  can  deal  with  many  cases  of 
overcrowding,  bad  sanitation  and  house  defects. 

Schools . From  a sanitary  point  of  view,  the  schools  were  found 
to  be  satisfactory.  New  wash-basins  and  lavatories  have  been 
installed  in  both  schools. 

Rivers  and  Streams,  The  effluent  from  the  northern  sewage  fields 
flows  into” a stream  which  connects  up  with  the  River  Douglas  and 
is  considered  satisfactory  whilst  the  effluent  from  the  Lime  vale 
Sewerage  field  which  is  considered  unsatisfactory  flows  into  the 
Black  Brook, 


All  the  streams  are  kept  under  supervision  by  the 
Lancashire  Rivers  Board  and  there  has  been  no  cause  for  complaint, 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  BROWN, 

Sanitary  inspector. 
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